Educational Resources from www.ukagriculture.com

The Year of Food and Farming, which aims to reconnect children and young
people with the food that they eat, is posing a challenge for all those involved and
who are looking for resources to support the year.

www.ukagriculture.com has been explaining food, farming and the countryside
since 1999 and has a number of resource areas that can assist teachers with
meeting the aims of the year.

Pre visit

There is a lot to take in on a farm visit and for adults and children alike it
can be difficult to see how the visit fits into the production system as a
whole. There are two useful resources on the site that can help to put a
visit into perspective.

The Four Seasons takes a brief overview of typical farming activities across
the months and seasons. It's a good starting point to get children thinking
about farming and will prepare them for a visit. It is picture based so it
can easily be displayed on a white board.
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A more detailed resource is our Field to Fridge series. Common crop and
livestock systems are comprehensively illustrated across the day or year
and show the order in which farm activities occur and the foods that are
derived. It is also ideally suited to display on a white board and should
help foster a greater understanding about how the staples in our diet are
produced.
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Post visit

On return from a farm, teachers will want to engage the children in
discussion about their farm visit and may want this to be written up.
Whether this is done as a group exercise, or individually, the Farming
Pictures Library is sure to help. Over 1000 food, farming and countryside
images have been assembled in an easy to search format. Two resolutions
are available; small for use in electronic presentations on the white board,
and high resolution for printing to A4 or including in a project or write up.
All pictures are free for educational use.

Farming Pictures
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Other Activities

For older pupils there are two additional key resources that may be useful.
One looks at agriculture today in a statistical way, the other looks at
agriculture and society across history.

The Farming Statistics resource is a very simple to use database of useful
statistics; “how much farmland is there in the UK?”, or “how many cows
are there?” These are easily answered and with information displayed for
the previous ten years, useful trends can be observed. The data, which
has been drawn from Defra’s statistics, has been consolidated into a
comprehensive resource.

Farming Statistics
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On a much wider level The History of the Countryside resource is not only
about food, farming and the countryside, it is also about who we are and
how we got here!

History tends to be taught about wars, kings and queens and in a jumbled
chronological order. This is confusing! The resource tackles chronology
head on by taking 20 key time periods since the end of the last Ice Age to
show the interrelation between agriculture, the countryside and society.
Each period is illustrated with virtual reality images that have been
specifically generated for the resource with a 5-minute fly through movie
providing the ultimate time travel!

The History of the Countryside
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The www.ukagriculture.com resource is entirely web based and should be
available 24 hours of the day. We welcome feedback and teacher suggestions as
to how the site can be better tailored to suit educational needs are particularly
welcome.

The site is produced by Living Countryside a company that is Limited by
Guarantee and registered as Charity No. 1116141. Living Countryside was
established specifically to:

e Advance the education of the public in all aspects of agriculture, the
countryside and the rural economy.

e Promote greater public understanding of the role of agriculture in the
countryside.

e Conserve and protect for the benefit of the public the countryside as a
whole.

We can be contacted at:

Living Countryside
Antrobus House
18 College Street
Petersfield
Hampshire

GU31 4AD

United Kingdom

Telephone: 02392 410000



